days suggesting that mental patients are better cared for within the family that I feel I should state the view of one with long personal experience of this matter.
My brother of 57 has been a schizophrenic over the past 38 years. He enjoyed a good education and a stable and happy home, but became ill in his late teens and has never done a job. He was intelligent, courteous, and sensitive in his best moments, but domineering and aggressive when unwell.
As the only sister, 5 years young- I would plead with those whose business it is, to think again before they release mental patients freely from mental hospitals when they are not fully recovered, with nowhere to go, no job to follow and no means of support. They drift away to become down-and-outs, not because they want to, but because they are unable to cope with life.
There is so much I could say from experience, of the sadness, difficulties, and yes, despair of being a member of a home since the age of 15, dominated by and geared to having a mentally sick member. The mental health authorities will do untold damage to the community if they persist in saying that patients should be cared for in their homes.
(Name and address withheld on request.)
Ed.
The withholding of the identity of this writer is not because she is reluctant for it to be known that she has a mentally ill brother, but because she is anxious not to jeopardise her relationship with him should he read this magazine.
We would normally be reluctant to publish letters from relatives unless they are prepared to sign what they writealthough, obviously, there must be exceptions and special situations which make anonymity important.
